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MY IWO JIMA SAGA is the just-published, first-hand account by 
the commander of E/2/28 that raised two American flags atop Mount 
Suribachi during the World War II battle in February 1945 — a 
bloody campaign that was immortalized in the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photograph by Joe Rosenthal that helped inspire a war-weary nation to 
victory.

Col. Dave E. Severance, USMC (Retired), spent subsequent years of 
his life preserving and defending the truth about that seminal battle 
against those who would fabricate and perpetuate their own made-up 
roles in being a part of its history. Erroneous claims would find their 
way into the media or prompt inquirying family descendants to reach 
out in search of more information, only to be disappointed to learn that 
their family member did not tell the truth and, for whatever reason, 
felt the need to weave a tale for their own glorification — or at least in 
the minds of their families. Severance did not ask for, nor want, that 
burden, but felt a deep sense of obligation to protect and defend his 
men and their true role in history — especially those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

Before he died on Aug. 2, 2021, at age 102, Severance entrusted 
the draft of his remembrances of the historic flag-raisings and his 
documentation of the numerous false claims he refuted to Tales Press 
for future publication.

$20
(plus shipping)

Order now at www.talespress.com/shopPh
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IWO BLASTED AGAIN
By Ray Elliott
Iwo Jima Marine veteran Jack Britton has carried the horror of com-
bat and the loss of his young wife and his buddies with him for 
the past 60 years. Now, in the last 36 hours of his life in a hospital 
intensive care unit, he revisits those aspects of his life and grapples 
with his long-suffering questions about fate and self-doubt through 
a psychological phenomenon known as sundown syndrome.
$21.95

WILD HANDS TOWARD THE SKY
By Ray Elliott
Young John Walter has no memories of his father, who was killed 
on Guadalcanal during World War II. But he is inescapably drawn 
to the other men in his rural hometown who served in the war and 
returned, especially his older cousin, Sam, who was injured during 
the D-Day invasion. Out of their own respect for his father, they 
seem compelled to teach John Walter their hard-earned lessons 
about life, responsibility, duty and honor.
$28.00

BAIT
By Donald E. Stephen
A Vietnam War memoir by Martinsville, Ill., farmer Donald E. Ste-
phen who served in Vietnam as an Army infantry platoon leader 
in 1970-71. Stephen, a Special Forces-trained officer, went to Viet-
nam as a 24-year-old soldier and led men barely out of high school 
through days of prolonged fighting and uncertainty in the jungles 
of Vietnam.
$8.95

GOOD MORNING
By Charlie Dukes
A true account of one combat soldier’s experience as an infantry-
man on the front lines of World War II Europe, as a prisoner of war 
in a German work camp and as a displaced, disillusioned veteran 
shortly after the war’s end.
$21.95

WITH THE SILENT KNOWLEDGE
By Ray Elliott
Michael Callahan is a smart, talented man from a privileged up-
bringing who’s also an alcoholic and his own worst enemy who 
winds up in a maximum-security prison to fend for himself in a 
hard environment that doesn’t do much to help non-violent offend-
ers break their self-destructive behaviors. But that doesn’t mean he 
won’t try to outsmart and outlast the conditions that only beat him 
down before he can try to make parole.
$23.99
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